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A HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF UPPER ALTON 
1830 - - 1930 


The Upper Alton Baptist Church was the outgrowth of the 
missionary endeavors of the Reverend John Mason Peck, who in 
1817, was commissioned by the Tri-ennial Convention of the Baptist 
Denomination of the United States, to labor in the territory in and 
about St. Louis. Although sent to evangelize the Indians, Mr. Peck 
was so impressed with the great need of preaching and schools 
among the settlers that he gave the most of his time to this work 
in consequence of which the Convention withdrew its support. 
Mr. Peck then turned to friends in the East and was enocuraged to 
proceed in his purpose and establish churches and schools among 
the people moving in to the Mississippi valley. In pursuance of 
this plan he moved to this state, (Illinois) in 1822, making his home 
at Rock Springs, seven miles east of East St. Louis, and began 
his missionary work among the churches here. Strange to say the 
churches turned against him and the Illinois Baptist Association 
voted to refuse Mr. Peck the privilege of speaking at their asso- 
ciational meetings or in their churches so long as he persisted in 
advocating missions or an educated ministry. 


To offset such a discouraging prospect, Mr. Peck began organ- 
izing missionary churches, the first being the Rock: Spring Baptist 
Church. Nor was this all; from the time he began planning mission- 
ary work Mr. Peck had had in mind the establishment of a school 
for the training of preachers, teachers and missionaries. This was 
realized when in 1827, he was able to open Rock Spring Seminary. 


Mr. Peck had promised the Honorable Rufus Easton as early 
as 1818, not to establish his school until he had visited Alton, and 
this Mr. Peck did Ferbuary 23 and 24, 1819, visiting the very 
ground where later Shurtlefi College was built, but decided it was 
an unfavorable location for the kind of school he had in mind. 
Then, it must be noted that after Mr. Meacham had laid out Lower 
and Upper Alton in 1817, there was considerable difficulty in giving 
a clear title to the land until this matter was settled in the courts 
about 1830. 


The folowing eight persons, Ephraim Marsh, Don A. Spaulding, 
Henry Evans, James D. W. Marsh, Winston Cheatham, Frances 
Marsh, Julia Ann Spaulding, and Rachel Garret, were constituted 
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the Alton Baptist Church by the Reverend John Mason Peck, Sunday 
April 25, 1880. The church was called the Alton church for the 
town on the river was known as Lower Alton. It seems from other 
sources than the minute book that the day of organization was 
Sunday. Nothing in the records tells whether these charter members 
held letters from other Baptist churches or had been baptized by 
Mr. Peck, preceeding the organization. Nor does the record reveal 
where the meeting was held, whether in a private home or in the 
brick school house on College Avenue where meetings were held 
several times during 1832 and 38. 


Services were held once a month with a business meeting on 
Saturday afternoon and preaching forenoon and afternoon on the 
Sunday following. A Sunday School was held jointly with the 
Presbyterians until 1835, when they withdrew to conduct their 
own school after which the Baptist school was held just before the 
afternoon preaching service. It seems that Mr. Peck did the preach- 
ing the first year. Converts were first received at the business 
meeting in June of this first year, Mr. George Smith and his wife 
being the first to be baptized into the new organization, but where 
the baptismal service was conducted is not known as the minutes 
are silent on that subject, however later records tell of the ordin- 
ance being held in Wood River, and in the Mississippi River a few 
times, 


In September 1830, Mr. Peck being present and probably at 
his suggestion, the church appointed five delegates to meet with like 
delegates from the Edwardsville and Rock Spring Baptist churches 
to consider the advisability of organizing an association of missionary 
churches. This meeting culminated in the organization of the 
Edwardsville Baptist Association, October 16, 1830. 

The first pastor of the Upper Alton Baptist church was Brother 
George Stacy, a member of the Edwardsville church who was called 
to divide his time between the two churches which he did beginning 
his pastorate June 3, 1831, and continuing until October of the 
same year when due to charges filed against him by his home church, 
the relationship was terminated by our church. During his pastorate 
new members were added at almost ever service, some of whom 
proved themselves to be real pillars in the church. The church 
next extended a call to Reverend Hubbel Loomis, the new President 
of Shurtleff College, then Alton College, but he evidently declined 
the offer for in 1832 Reverend Alvin Bailey recently appointed a 
missionary from the American Baptist Home Mission Society, was 
called to preach for the church which was then meeting part time 
at Lower Alton. This led to the formation of a separate church, 
organized at that place in February 18338, the Upper Alton church 
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dismissing nine of its members to become charter members of the 
new organization, this leaving only thirty-one members in the parent 
church. In 18383, the Upper Alton church entertained the Annual 
Meeting of Baptist churches seeking to organize a state convention. 
While this was not accomplished at this meeting, a constitution 
was adopted which was accepted at the organization meeting the 
next year at White Hall. 

The church was again called upon to dismiss four members to 
join with others to form the Brown’s Prairie Baptist church, the 
present Brighton church which was founded March 8, 1834. 


Reverend Bailey resigned the pastoral office in April 1834, and 
was succeeded by the Reverend Ebenezer Rogers who had recently 
entred Illinois from the state of Missouri. He preached for both 
the Lower and Upper Alton churches until December 1835, when 
he was called to full time to our church to which he agreed and 
moved his family to this neighborhood where they remained as 
members of this church the remainder of their lives though the 
pastorate lasted only until December 1838. 

Several times the church held its meetings in the vicinity of 
the forks of Wood River during the year of 1835, and was again 
called upon to dismiss twelve members to help in the organization 
of a church at that place in 1837. The Upper Alton church met 


for worship during 1836, in Academic Hall now Loomis Hall of 


Shurtleff College. Here a meeting was held January 1, 1886, to 
consider building a house of worship, and resolved to erect a meeting 
house of stone forty-five feet by sixty feet, with a basement to be 
used by the Alton Theological Seminary (an organization to teach 
theology because the state legislature would not permit the College 
to teach that subject; the restriction was removed in 1841). This 
basement was never fitted for use it seems, although numerous sug- 
gestions were made looking to that end. Also the building had a 
gallery in the south end of the auditorium. All that is known of the 
dedicatory service is that the pastor, Reverend Mr. Rogers, preached 
the sermon and Professor Washington Leverett, who had recently 
come to the college from Massachuetts, offered the prayer. The 
house was erected on the lot at the northeast corner of Seminary 
and College avenues and was occupied sometime near the first of 
the year 1837, for a record authorized the committee to rent the 
pews at an auction to be held at church at 6 o’clock P. M., January 
2, of that year. The pews (called slips in the records) were num- 
bered and appraised before being offered for auction, and ten were 
set apart as free pews for strangers and those members too poor 
to rent a seat. The first trustees were elected at this time to hold 
the property in the name of the church, only those members who 
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were legal voters in the state elections being allowed to vote for 
trustees. The church also appointed certain members to seat the 
strangers, probably to keep them out of the rented pews, and to 
keep boys out of the gallery. No picture of the church is known to 
be in existence to day but a crayon drawing made from memory 
by a friend has been pronounced a faithful reproduction by those 
who remember the building; this drawing is now in the library of 
Shurtleff College where it may be seen at any time. 

The church had expected the rent from the pews to pay all 
expenses but in this they were disappointed and decided in November 
of the same year to authorize the trustees to appraise fifty of the 
pews at a sum sufficient to cover all indebtedness and to sell them 
at auction, the church to give the purchaser a deed to the pew after 
the last payment was made. But though they were appraised at 
$6,900.00 probably no pew was ever paid for in full, and the con- 
troversies which arose in the church afterwards over the matter 
were rather unpleasant. 

After the resignation of Mr. Rogers in 18388, the church 
remained without a pastor until November 1839, when Reverend 
Jonathan Merriam after having conducted a series of meetings, was 
called to the position but within a year the church practically re- 
quested his resignation which was reluctently offered. But it must 
be said to Reverend Merriam’s credit that of the forty-one members 
added to the church during his pastorate of thirteen months, forty 
of them were by baptism. The minute concerning the salary paid 
the pastor reads as follows ‘the church to furnish Brother Merriam 
a house and fire wood, move his family and goods from Springfield, 
and pay $350.00 per year.” 

In December 1841, the Reverend Adiel Sherwood, President of 
Shurtleff College consented to take the pastoral care of the church. 
for a period of six months at a salary of $100.00 for that length 
of time, he was to preach one sermon each Sunday and two if he 
was able; this arrangement lasted until June 1843. 


The church considered several men for the pastorate the next 
three years but mostly because of a lack of funds was unable to 
secure anyone and in April 1846, again appealed to Mr. Sherwood 
to take the pastorate for one year but as his time was already taken 
at Bunker Hill, one half of the time he could only preach here two 
Sundays each month. The other Sundays, the church asked Professor 
Washington Leverett and Reverend Rogers to preach both being 
members of this church. This plan lasted only until Novemebr of 
that year when the church called the Reverend Jesse W. Denison to 
the pastorate with high hopes of a long and prosperous relationship 
he resigned. 
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The church having finished three rooms in the new college 
building and tendering the college free usage of the church building 
for its commencement exercises for the future, was glad to receive 
from the trustees of the college, July 1847 a receipt in full for 
$2,000.00 loaned the church by the treasurer of the college when 
the first meeting- house was being built. 


Another year went by before the church was able to secure 
a pastor, then Reverend Jeremy F. Tolman entered the office and 
remained until poor health compelled him to resign in April 1850. 
His salary was to be $300.00 per year, to be paid in full at the 
end of each quarter which probably was never done, for the church 
was having a hard time financially about that year, and when he 
resigned the church owed him $107.63. It was during this pastorate 
that an organ was placed in the gallery for use in public worship on 
trial for one year; there was some question about the propriety of 
its use but it remained for the year when again the matter was put 
to vote and the ‘Organites’ winning twenty three to twenty, there- 
after the organ was taken for granted. 


The next pastor was a son of Jeremy F. Tolman, the Reverend 
John N. Tolman whose salary was to be $400.00, and like his 
father’s, to be paid in full at the end of each quarter. It was during 
the interval between these two pastorates that the first mention 
appears of the Ladies Aid when the Alton Sewing Society in March 
1850 gave the church $120.00 for the purpose of painting the inter- 
ior of the Meeting House and providing a new pulpit. This action 
of the ladies aroused the church to undertake some rather extensive 
repairs which added greatly to the appearance of the building, The 
pastor resigned in 1853. Again the church was without a pastor 
about three years until the reverend Isaac Woodbury taok the 
pastoral care of the church and served one year when his resigna- 


tion was accepted with real regret. 


Reverend Daniel Read having come to Shurtleff College as its 
President, was now invited to become the pastor and he held the 
office from May 1857 until September 1859, receiving into the 
membership in that time sixty-four persons of whom forty one were 
by baptism. During his pastorate he offered to preach without a 
salary, taking only the loose offerings and to pay the janitor and 
all incidental expenses if the church would put the building in good 
shape, laying a carpet and putting cushions on the pews, which was 
agreed to by the church. 

It was at this time that the church decided to observe the 
Lord’s Supper once each month, and a little later made the time 
for this service the first Sunday of the month. Resolutions of regret 
were passed when, due to poor health and the responsibilities of the 
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presidency of the College, Dr. Read offered his resignation, February 
1859. But due to solicitation, continued to preach for the church 
until the following October. 

The pastorate was next taken by the Reverend Wm. B. Smith of 
Conn., who had visited the church for two weeks before the call 
was extended, his salary to be $800.00 and moving expenses. He 
retired from this office, May 1862. April 1860, the church was 
invited by the First Church to send delegates to a council to con- 
sider the advisibility of ordaining to the gospel ministry Reverend 
Melvin Jameson, who had just been called to the pastorate of that 
church; he was the father of our Mr. Allen M. Jameson. 


September 9, 1860, the church voted “that we express our 
thanks to Brother O. L. Castle for his valuable service during the 
past seven years in conducting our music in the meetings of the 
church and of the Sabbath School.” 


_ It was about the same time that the church adopted a new 
hymn book named The Sacred Lyric, and Professor Castle, the 
father of our own Professor Castle, requested the singers of the 
congregation to meet him one half hour before prayer meeting each 
week for practice. 

At the close of the second year of Mr. Smiths’ pastorate the 
church was indebted to him $414.45, and he offered to donate 
. $100.00 to the church if the balance were paid within thirty days 
but the church was unable to do this and was forced to tell the 
pastor they could not be responsible for the salary after January 8, 
1862, however he did not resign until May. Mr. A. J. Delano was 
engaged at $8.00 per Sunday to supply the pulpit until a pastor 
could be secured. 

The church voted, November 1862, to recommend: Dr. N. N. 
Wood, at his request, to the office of Chaplain in the Federal Army, 
the first reference to the war. 

A vote was passed November 1863, to invite all students as 
well as others present to partake of the Lord’s Supper provided they 
are members in good standing of some Baptist church; this invita- 
tion to be given at each Communion service. This action was taken 
to offset a report which had reached the church that they were not 
sufficiently ministering to the student. It was also voted to take a 
special offering at communion service the funds to be held by the 
deacons and to be used for the aid of the poor. 

The reverend Justus Bulkley accepted the pastorate in March 
1864, following a series of special meetings conducted by him. 
This position he held until March 1866, when he was invited to take 
the position of Professor of Church History at the College. He 
continued to preach however for the church a while longer, In the 
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year he began the pastorate, a number of members living on the 
American Bottom somewhere near the mouth of Wood River asked 
to be recognized as a branch of the church, they to give to the 
church each August at the church’s annual meeting, a report of all 
business transacted by them during the past year. This request was 
granted and they were further empowered to receive and dismiss 
members. Later the church dismissed thirty-one members to found 
an independent organization at that place. 


May 21, 1864, the church voted to take an offering for the 
Christian Commission, and in July voted to comply with the request 
of President Lincoln and observe the first Thursday in August as a 
day of fasting and prayer. In October, Brother E. J. Harris, a 
volunteer in the Army requested a recommendation from the church 
so that he might be ordained by other Baptist ministers in the 
Army. 


In May 1865, the church was in arrears $227.00 on the pastor’s 
salary and he asked a six months leave of absence to labor exclu- 
sively for the College. 


In July the church voted to send two delegates to. a National 


Temperance Convention meeting at Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

September 2, 1865, Pastor Bulkley was asked to preach a 
sermon on the scriptural plan for raising funds to defray the ex- 
penses of the church. 

The church had used numerous plans; Renting the pews, Selling 
the pews, Assessing each member 1% of his property valuation, 
assessing each member a certain sum, subscription cards, etc., but 
none had proven sufficient for the expenses. Just what the pastor 


said in that sermon is not recorded but the church continued to be ° 


burdened with bills and debts. 

The church had discussed for some time the matter of repairs 
and finally August 8, 1867, voted to procure a new site and build 
a new church. 

In October, Professor Castle resigned the office of chorister 
after serving in that capacity fourteen years to the great satisfaction 
and profit to the church. 

Reverend N. M. Wood of Maine became the pastor May 1868 
at a salary of $1500.00 per year, and was at once placed on the 
building committee which was empowered and instructed to procure 
by subscription the necessary funds and with them to erect upon 
such a lot as the trustees shall provide, a house of worship of or 
near the dimensions, fifty by eighty feet, with a chapel in the rear 
of fitting porportions, in the Norman style of architecture, and at a 
cost of the house and lot of not over $12,000.00, provided that 
the committee proceed no further with the work than they secure 
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funds to pay the bills unless differently instructed by express vote 
of the church. In fulfillment of which instructions the trustees 
purchased lots where the church now stands for $1020.00 giving 
promisory notes for the entire amount at 10% interest. The old 
building was finally sold to Mr. H. C. Cole for $2,000.00, the church 
reserving the pews and furniture. The last service was held in this 
meeting house where the church had worshiped for thirty-two years, 
the evening of May 23, 1869. Brother John Leverett has preserved 
for us the Historical sketch prepared and read at that service by his 
father Professor Warren Leverett, he being clerk of the church at 
the time, from which the following is quoted: “the church during 
the thirty-nine years of its history has had the services of fourteen 
pastors—sinee 1832, a period of thirty-seven years the church has 
at no time been without ordained ministers in its membership. 
During the vacancies of the pastoral office the pulpit has been 
supplied by members of the faculty of the College and other min- 
istering brethren members of the church, Alternations of revival 
and declension mark the almost entire history of the church. The 
largest addition to the church in any one year was in 1837, the 
first year of our worshiping in this house when eighty seven were 
received. The names of 872 persons are now on the catalogue of 
whom our present membership is 231.” 

The first service in the new church was held May 30, one week 
after leaving the old house. The forenoon service contained a hymn 
read by the Methodist pastor, Scripture reading by Professor 
Washington Leverett, the dedicatory sermon by pastor Wood, and 
the prayer by Dr. R. E. Pattison. Baptism in the new and the first 
baptistry in the history of the church followed the dedicatory prayer 
and the benediction was pronounced by Father Hubbel Loomis, 
then aged 94 years. 

The entire cost of the lot and building was $15,523.44, and 
the total indebtedness after the dedcication was $5,000.00. 
| The following July Professor Warren Leverett resigned the 
office of clerk which he had held for twenty-eight years, and received 
from the church resolutions of appreciation for his long and faithful 


services. 


‘Reverend Mr. Wood resigned the pastorate in October, 1878, 
having served the church five and one half years. 

The next March, the church having tried almost every other 
plan for raising money decided to adopt the envelope system for 
weekly giving “and this to take the place of renting the pews, but 
the present occupancy of the seats not to be disturbed.” 

The next pastor was Professor J. M. Stifler, who was supposed 
to divide his time with the College. 
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January 1875, Professor Washington Leverett, retisigned the 
office of treasurer after having served the church in that capacity 
for eighteen years, which the church acknowledged with resolutions 
of thanks for his faithfulness, especially during the most important 
and embarrassing years of the church’s financial history. 


The pastorate of Professor Stifler being closed in June 1875, 
the church called to the pastoral care of the church the reverend 
D. ‘I. Morrill who began his work in November 1876, his salary to 
be $1200.00, but owing to the indebtedness of the church and the 
difficulty in raising funds he was asked to take a reduction of 
$200.00 after the first year, to which he consented. 

February 1877, the church had the honor of a visit from 
Reverend Wm. Ashmore, D. D., a returned missionary from China 
and the father of Professor Wm. Ashmore who had recently been 
professor of Greek in the College. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the church was 
observed Sunday April 25, 1880, with appropriate exercises. Of 
the older members present the following are noted: Mrs. George 
Smith, baptised June 1830, Mrs. Miller, baptised the following 
August, Mr. Wm. Hayden, by letter 1831, Mrs. Newman, by letter 
1832, Mrs. Edwards by letter 1832, Washington Leverett, by letter 
1886, Mrs. Bell baptised 1837, and Mrs. Leverett, the widow of 
Professor Warren Leverett, by letter 1839. None of the charter 
members were living at that time. In October of this jubilee year 
the church entertained the Edwardsville Association, it being the 
fiftieth anniversary of that body as well as of the church. 

In September 1882, Pastor Morril resigned after six years of 
faithful and harmonious relations with the church. In October, 
Professor D. G. Ray and Mrs. Ray were received by letter, and in 
June 1888, the church voted to call a council to consider his ordin- 
ation which voted its approval and the ordination followed the same 
evening. 

The beginning of an endowment fund for the pastors salary 
was made when Mrs. George Smith gave the church notes valued at 
$200.00 for that purpose. 

The church voted to approve the consolidation of the Edwards- 
ville and South District Association to take the name of the Alton 
Association, this was done in 1883. 

At the church business meeting about this date, the clerk was 
instructed thereafter, when a member died to enter on the records 
a brief biographical statement of the members life; a splendid 
suggestion for all clerks. 

In the church’s letter to the association 1883, the payment in 
full of all debts was reported and the church had a balance in the 
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treasury; it is not surprising therefore to read in March 1884, a 
resolution to undertake repairs on the church to cost about $500.00. 


The deaths of some of the older members of the church are 
recorded during this period. Professor Warren Leverett who had 
united with the church by letter 1839, after many years of devoted 
service to the College and church, departed this life November 8, 
1872. His twin brother Professor Washington Leverett united with 
the church by letter in 1836, and proved himself a loyal member of 
the College faculty and of the brotherhood of christians. He served 
the church in practically ever capacity from private member to 
pulpit supply. He ended his earthly labors December 18, 1889. 

March 28, 1883, occured the death of Mrs. Ebenezer Rogers, 
the widow of the third pastor of the church. She died at the home 
of her. youngest daughter, Mrs. E. C. Lemen, at the age of 77 


years, having been a member of the church forty eight years. Mrs. . 


George Smith, who had given the $200.00 for endowment, died 
July 1884, in California; she with her husband had been received 
for baptism at the first business meeting of the church June 2, 1880, 
and had been a member of the church continuously since, a period 
of fifty four years. Another steadfast worker of the church rested 
from his labors with the death of Professor O. L. Castle, January 
30, 1892. He had united by letter 1858. His services as chorister 
have already been noted. In this list of departed leaders occurs the 
name of the Reverend Justus Bulkley who had been related to the 
church almost continuously since 1842, as student, professor, pastor, 
and stated supply. He had been for several years, and was at the 
time. of his death in January 1899, a member of the obituary 
committee. 

It was during 1884, that the church again sent forth labors in 
the mission field abroad in the persons of Mr. and Mrs. Justus L. 
Bulkley, who went to Burma. He was a nephew of Dr. Bulkley. 

The next pastor was Reverend W. P. Everett, who began his 
work in 1886, and continued his labors until September 1888. It 
was during his pastorate that the church for the first time elected 
a benevolence secretary in addition to the one for the current 
expense account, 

Professor E. B. Roach and wife, Mrs. Bertha Bulkley Roach, 
were sent out to Burma in 1887, according to the church’s letter 
to the association. The church installed the new pipe organ in 
1890, thanks to the efforts of the Ladies Aid the leading spirit in 
the movement being the president of that organization Mrs. K. P. 
Marsh, who held that leading position for a number of years and 


who is still a beloved member of this church. 


_The following July the G. A. R. was invited to hold their 
10 


annual religious service in this church. 


Reverend Mr. Green who had been supplying the church for some 
time was invited to become pastor at a salary of $800.00 a year; 
but according to his own statement he did not care for a stated 
salary. While he was still the pastor in 1892, the church having a 
balance of $400.00, in the treasury voted a donation to the pastor 
of $100.00 and $100.00, to the organ fund. They also voted to 
install electric lights. 


Reverend Mr. Green closed his pastorate October 1894, and 
Reverend C. H. Mosscrip began serving in that capacity September 
1895. The first Roll Call service was held March 19, 1896, and the 
Ladies Aid served refreshments following the meeting; this is the 
first reference of such entertainment following a local service. 
The obituary report of this year notes the death of Philip N. Clayton 
at the age of 97, having been a member of this church since his 

baptism in 1839, a period of more than 56 years. 
| The Alton Commandry of the Knight Templers was invited to 
worship with the church on Easter Sunday 1897, which invitation 
was accepted. 

August 7, 1897, occured the death of Mrs. Cyrus Edwards, 

daughter of Hobbel Loomis, at the age of 89 years. She united 
with the Upper Alton church September 22, 1882, and had been a 
member continuously excepting for the year 1888-1854, during 
which period she was a member of the First Church at Lower Alton; 
having been a christion 65 years. 
, In April 1898, the church found itself unable to pay the pastor’s 
salary due to unpaid subscriptions and so informed the pastor; he 
declined to resign but consented to take a reduction, however at the 
next business meeting the church voted to consider the pastorate 
ended August next and authorized the trustees to mortgage the 
church property if necessary to pay the deficiency on the pastor’s 
salary. 

December 1898, the church called Reverend L. M. Waterman 
who began his labors January 1, 1899. Under his direction the 
church undertook the publishing of a monthly church paper but 
only one copy was filed and the work was probably soon dis- 
continued. 

At the annual church meeting October 9, 1901, the Ladies Aid 
reported they were raising money for new pews believing that 
thirty years was long enough to have endured such uncomfortable 
seats. At the same meeting the obituary committee reported that 
Mrs. Mary Ann Leverett widow of Professor Warren Leverett, had 
died April 3, 1901. She had united with the church by letter with 
her husband in December 1839, and had retained her membership 
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continuously with this church a period of sixty-one years and four 
months. Her son, Mr. John Leverett and her daughter, Mrs. S. B. 
Stifler are still members with this church. 


A Japanese student was baptised in to the fellowship of the 


~ church and was a member from April to July 1902. 


The church decided to repair the church to cost about $3500.00, 
about this time, one item being to move the organ from the left 
hand side of the pulpit to the center of the platform. 

October 1904, Reverend Waterman resigned and was succeeded 
September 1905, by Reverend George D. Knight. 

Sometime during 1906, Brother Thompson died; he had been 


janitor of the church for a period of more than 22 years; during 


his sickness the church appointed a committee to convey to Brother 
Thompson in some substantial way, their appreciation of his extended 
services. 

The church voted in February 1906, to use the Individual Cups 
for Communion services and ordered holders for cups placed on the 
back of the pews; also to put in book racks to hold the new books 
recently purchased. 

’ For several years the School Board of the city had granted the 
church the privilege of conducting a Sunday School in the school 
house at Yager Park in exchange for the privilege of using the 


‘church for the school commencements and this arrangement was 
‘renewed. 


December 1906, Brother John Leverett resigned as organist 
for the church after having held that position for twenty-five years. 

About this time the church purchased the present parsonage, 
the pastor making a gift of a furnace for the building. 

Pastor Knight resigned in 1909, and after about one year with- 
out pastoral oversight the church called Reverend M. H. Day at a 
salary of $1200.00, parsonage and moving expenses which he ac- 
cepted and served the church until March 1913. The church then 
called Reverend G. S. Beckwith, but due to failing health he held 
the office only from November 19138, to the following February. 

Reverend F. W. Stewart was pastor from September 1914, to 
July 1917. It was during this pastorate that the trustees decided 
to dig out the basement which with other repairs cost about $6300.00 
which greatly extended the facilities for Sunday School work and 
the social life of the church. 

The Reverend David T. Magill began his pastorate of the 
church November 1917, and served in this office for seven years, 
resigning on the seventh anniversary of his coming to the church. 

May 1920, Miss Virginia Gillham, local director for the 
$100,000,000.00 campaign, reported the allottment for this church 
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fully subscribed, and she was given a rising vote of thanks. In 
December of this year the indebtedness was reported as being 
$1800.00. 

At the annual business meeting held May 38, 1921, the presence 
of Dr. Melvin Jameson was noted and words of appreciation for- 
his years of service and fellowship were spoken by the pastor; Dr. 
Jameson died about two years later. 


At this meeting the lots owned by the church were ordered 
sold and the amount applied on our assessment on lots for Jameson 
Memorial Chapel. 

In 1923, the W. N. Q. Class installed the electric organ blower 
for the church. The first Daily Vacation Bible School was held 
during the summer and was so much appreciated that the committee 
was asked to plan for another the next season. 


In the summer of 1925, during the interim of pastorates the 
church carried through extensive improvements and decorations at 
a cost of about $7000.00, which were appreciated by all friends of 
the congregation. 

The church decided at this time to enlarge its program and 
budget and called as a pastor to lead them in the forward enterprise 
the Reverend Augustus A. Hobson, Ph. D., who began his labors 
with us in September 1925, and has since continued in the service 
and with us celebrates the closing of one hundred years of history 
of the Upper Alton Baptist Church, April 25, 1930. 
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Upper Alton Baptist Church 


College and Seminary Avenues 


Alton, Illinois 





A. AUGUSTUS HOBSON, Ph. D., Minister 
Telephone, Main 1768 | 
2926 College Avenue 
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THIS -GHURCHA 
ADVOCATES 


Jesus as Savior and Lord 
Faith as the condition of spiritual life 
Freedom as the basis of Christian fellowship 
Ghrist 


Character as the test of loyalty to 
Service and obedience to God as proof of character 


THE FOUNDATION 
JESUS CHRIST 
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LORD’S DAY SERVICES 





MORNING WORSHIP, 10:45 O’CLOCK 


Prelude—Procession du St. Sacre- Responsive Reading 19. 


TONG aera hitssateicinecodonsangens Chauvet Hymn 221 (Congregation standing}. 
Doxelogy (the Congregation stand- Scripture Reading. ; 
ing). Anthem—I Will Magnify Thee... Vail 


+ 


The Call to Worship. Prayer. 


: ee a Announcements. 
eo ae ne ee Bes Offertory—Serenade ............ Schubert 


to the house of the Lord.” Offertory Response (Congregation 
The Congregation: “We enter into eee ). Thee but thi | 
his gates with thanksgiving and e give Thee but thine own 
“into his courts ‘with praise.’ © - ,,Whate’er the gift may be, 
All: “Let the words of my mouth All that we have is thine alone 
and the meditation of my heart A trust,'O Lord, from thee, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Hymn 212 (Congregation standing). 
Lord, my _ strength and my Sermon—“The Essence of Divine 


redeemer.”’ Life.” 
Invocation and Lord’s Prayer. Benediction. 


Gloria. Postlude—-Fanfare ...crccccccee Dubois 





EVEN:NG SERVICE, 7:30. 0’CLOCK 


Prelude—Marche Pontificale— Offertory—Solo—The Lord My Shep- 
| . Tombelle herd [Sn eessessscsesscsccscennenseeseess Schnecker 

Hymn 191 (Congregation standing). . Lucy Merriam. 

Hymn 125 (Congregation standing). Hymn 158 (Congregation standing). 

Prayer. | Sermon—‘“Moses the Deliverer.”’ 

Anthem—Teach Me, O Lord....Barnes Hymn of Invitation 175. 

Scripture. Benediction. 

Announcements. Postlude—Largo on..serescessesssnees Handel 





The Weekly Calendar 
SUNDAY: 


9:30 a. m.—Sunday School. Mr. Frank J. Stebbs, Superintendent. 
10:45 a. m—Morning Worship. 

6:30 p. m—B. Y. P. U. 

7:30 p. m.—Evening Service. 


THURSDAY: 


7:30 p. m.—Prayer Meeting. 
8:30 p. m.—Choir Rehearsal. 





NOTES 


Our Evening Service should receive the strongest possible emphasis not 
to the neglect of the morning service, but in order to make it just as effec- 
tive as the morning service. We have the field to make this service power- 
fully evangelistic. If each member of the church would settle on some one 
or more individuals whora they know are not Christians and pray for these 
and then induce their attendance upon the evening service the results would 
be marked. Make this service and opportunity to serve God and especially 
by influencing people to come to Christ. 


The Prayer Meeting has taken .on new life. It is the aim of the pastor 
to make this hour of the greatest profit to the spiritual development of the 
church. The program is varied from week to week and the interest is good. 
Plan to be there next Thursday evening and to render some contribution. 
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The State Convention will meet tomorrow and continue through Thurs- 
day evening at Benton, Ill. Any who can attend should report to the pastor 
so that they can be appointed as delegates. The pastor is to address the 
ministers on Monday evening. . 


Notices for the Bulletin should be in the hands of the pastor or of Miss 
Dawson by Thursday evening. They should be given in writing. 


The Young People of the Church are urged to attend the meetings for 
the young people this evening. Those of high school age will meet as Sec- 
tion B, and the older young people will meet as Section A. Section A will 
meet in the vestry and Section B in the basement of the church. Section A 
is already fairly well organized. The organization of Section B is to be fur- 
thered this evening at 6:30. Especially should the high school group turn 
out in force so that this new section shall prove its power and efficiency. 
Co-operation of the older folk is asked in giving encouragement to the 
young people in their new undertakings. . eo 

Our Mailing List needs enlargement. Any who have not been receiving 
the letters that have been sent out are asked to give their names and 
addresses either to the pastor or to Mr .Wilford Queen of the Publicity Com- 
mittee. The names of any persons who might be interested in knowing of 
the actiivties of the church would be welcome. If you know any such per- 
sons give their names and addresses. 


Church Attendance is a pre-requisite to any great accomplishment in 
“church activities. If the people do not come together to worship, plan and 
act, nothing much can be done. Only in the church services does the min- 
ister get an opportunity to give instruction and to seek to inspire to effec- 
tive life. Well attended church services will most certainly issue in such a 
spirit as will bear fruit. Let us get everybody out. How would it be to 
make our goal this: “Everybody in church on Sunday?” You do your part. 


A Special Business Meeting of the church will be held at the close of 
the morning service next Sunday to secure action by the church authorizing 
the trustees of the church to borrow certain sums of money to take care of 
the repairs recently made on the building and for any other matters that 
may come before the meeting. 


Tonight, the Pastor will preach the third of a series of sermons begun 
last Sunday evening. This evening the subject will be: ‘‘Moses the 
Deliverer;’’ October 25, “Joshua the Conqueror;’?’ November 1, “Samuel the 
Moulder;’? November 8, “David the Amalgamator.’ ’ You will be interested 
to come and bring you friends. Let us make our evening service so helpful 
that people will crowd to hear the gospel and accept the Christian life. 


A System of Honor Awards arranged in accordance with.the best peda- 
gogic principles has been introduced into the Sunday School. Attend next 
Sunday and learn from vour teacher all about it. 

The Pastor Will Welcome information as to those who are willing to 
help in the clerical work of the church, which will be necessary with our 
new and aggressive letters. Especially needed is access to office equipment 
for reduplicating letters. Any who can help in this matter are urged to give 
their names to the pastor. 

The Pastor Will Call on strangers, new-comers to our community, pros- 
pective members and others if their names are given him with addresses. 
This information should be in writing. . . : 

Strangers and Visitors are always welcome in this church. We invite 
them to the largest possible share in our fellowship. These, and also others, 
are invited to write below the names and addresses of themselves or anyone 
upon whom the pastor should call. If you wish your name on our mailing 
list, please give us your name and address, Hand this to any usher or mem- 
her of the church or the pastor. — 
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CHURCH OFFICERS. ne 


Church Clerk——John Leverett, 3080 Leverett Avenue. - 

Treasurer Current Expense Fund—E. E. Tyner, 2922 College Avenue. 
Treasurer Benevolence Fund—Mrs. E. E. Tyner, 2922 College Avenue. 
Financial Secretary—Mrs. E. BE. Tyner, 2922 College Avenue. | 
Auditor—S. A. Wightman, 420 East Seventh Street. 

Head Usher—H. M. Burton, Jr., 3819 Jackson Street. 


Trustees—Clarence Sargent, D. E. Stoeckel, President; Stanley. Castle, Sec- 
retary; G. M. Potter, John Kruse. 


Senior Deacons—H. A. Badgley, W. S. Hallam, Adam Miller, E. J. Kimber, 
G. 


N. Stevenson, E. J. McPhillips. — 

Senior Deaconesses—Mesdames Henrietta Hallam, J. S. McDonald, Fannie 
. Campbell, U. P. Johnson, E. E. List, E. J. Kimber, J. H. Dodge, Bessie 
Smith, Henry Stutz, J. E. Walton, Estella Queen and G. N: Stevenson. 

Junior Deacons—E. C. March, Rodger Stutz, Curtis Brown, Clarence Pelot, 

.. Jr., Forrest Oliver, Frank Bonnell. 


- Junior Diaccnnsises—Meadamies Clarence Sargent, Curtis Brown, DeL. Reid, 


E. E. March, Arthur Swain, and Miss Lulu Rhoades. 


Chairman Benevolence and Missions—Mrs. G. M. Potter, 3021 Leverett 
Avenue. 


-Chairman Finance Committee—Mr. E. J. McPhilips, 2708 Bostwick Street. 


Chairman Music Committee—Mrs. J. E. Walton, 2608 College Avenue. 

Chairman Obituary Committee—Mrs. Sarah B. Stifler, 3103° Leverett 
Avenue. 

Chairman Publicity Committee—Mrs. Margaret Taggart, 1718 Washington 
.Avenue. Telephone, Main 746. 


Chairman Committee for Visiting Sick—Mrs. J. S. McDonald, 2521 College 
' - Avenue. - 





| EXECUTIVES OF SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS 
Superintendent of Sunday School—Frank J. Stobbs, Bethalto Road. 


. President of Woman’s Society—Mrs. H. M. Burton, 3319 Jackson Street. 


President of B. Y. P. U—Mr. Wm. Hamm, Dormitory, Shurtleff College. 
Leader of W.. W. G.—Mrs. DeL. Reid, 3126 Leverett Avenue. 
Organist—Prof. Daniel Jones, College Avenue. 


. Sexton—Ned Burton, 2001 Rodgers Avenue. Telephone, Main 449-J. 





REGULAR MEETINGS 
The two Boards of Deacons meet jointly and separately on the Thurs- 


| day after the second Sunday in each month at the close of the prayer 


meeting. 
' The Trustees meet on the first Wednesday in each iontlk 


The Woman’s Society meets in general meeting on the first Thursday 
afternoon in each month, and in circle meetings on the second Wednesday. 
Any exceptions to this arrangeriient is announced from time to time. 

The W. W. G. meets at 7:30 o’clock on the first Friday of each month. 

The Choir rehearsal occurs on each Thursday evening at the close of 


prayer meeting. 


The Sunday School Cabinet meets on the fourth Tuesday evening of 
each month. 











CHURCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR 1917. 


Pastoriek coc a ee enhestesk Frederick W. Stewart 
CY VY od: eee ees ei ee ee eee Miss Ursula Seiler 
Current Expense Treasurevr....:.-........:.......... S. A. Wightman. 
Benevolence Treasurer.................... Mrs. Henrietta Hallam 
Financial S6cretary--sc: <3. 25 .cocs.0..2c 252. Mrs. DeLafayette Reid 
ANU ETOP ck oo anc cuca cees eb edsnaee te nceecnstnanbesesebssece John Leverett 
Head: Wen era... tisc hace ccce ea -wweeen ste ste Frank J. Stobbs 
QHOTISCG Tao. 5s vase so sanwns sentences setete eters! aadeactuntanesses Jay H. Dodge 
Organist -......-----..-------e-eereeeeeeeeee cent en neteeteeeeeees Cyrus Daniel 
Deacons. 
S. A. Wightman John Leverett 
Richard Milford Adam Miller 
J. 5S. MeDonald Arch Kortkamp 
Trustees. 
George M. Potter, Chair. Frank J. Stobbs 
Allen Jameson Clarence E. Sargent, Sec’y 
John J. Beeby DeLafayette Reid 
Sexton. 


Edward J. Burton 


STANDING CCMMITTEES. 


Advisory Board—The Church Officers, Deacons, Trustees 
and Executive heads of all church organizations. 

Membership—The Deacons, Mrs. Hallam, Mrs. McDow, 
Mrs. Owen. 

Visiting the Sick—Mrs. Arch Kortkamp, Mrs. Ben Draper, 
Mrs. Sloman, Mrs. Flack, H. M. Burton. 

Obituaries—Mrs. Stifler, Miss Kate Miller, John Lever: 
ett. 

Music—Walter Hallam, H. M. Burton, DeL. Reid. 
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Sec. 5. The order of procedure at a regular business 
meeting shall be as follows: 


1. Devotional Exercises. 
Reading of Minutes. 

3. Recention of Members. 

4. Unfinished Business. 

5. Reports of Comunittees. 

6. New Business. 

7. Adjournment. 


Sec. 6. The covenant meeting of this church shall be 
held on the Thursday evening preceding the first Sunday 
of each month, at which time the Covenant shall be read. 

Sec. 7. The Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper shall be ob- 
served on the first Sunday of each month. 


Article Vil.—License and Ordination. 


Section 1. Any male member who, in the judgment of 
the church, gives evidence by piety, zeal and aptness to 
teach, that he is called of God to the work of the ministry, 
may be licensed to preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, providing three-fourths of the members present 
shall agree thereto. 

Sec. 2. If the church, by a three-fourths vote, decides 
that one of its members possesses scriptural qualifications 
for ordination, it may call a council of ministers and breth- 
ren to examine the qualifications of the candidate, to which 
council the propriety of ordaining shall be wholly referred. 


Article VIll.—Printed Copies. 


In order that our members may know just what we 
believe, and that those desiring to unite with us may the 
more easily ascertain what our faith and practice is, the 
church shall keep on hand printed copies of our Articles 
of Faith, Covenant and By-Laws. 


Article 1X.—Amendments. 


The foregoing By-Laws, Covenant and Articles of Faith 
may be amended at any regular business meeting by a 
three-fourths vote of the members present, provided that 
one month’s notice of the nature of the proposed amend- 
ment is given from the pulpit. 





D. M. Kittinger 


General Merchandise 
GOODS OF QUALITY—PRICES THE LOWEST 
Wholesale or Retail 
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